
Baptism 

Death to Sin 

 Rising to New Life!  

 
John 3:3-5 



What is a Sacrament? 

 An Outward sign 

instituted by Christ that 

gives grace. 

 Visible signs of invisible 

things whereby man is 

made holy. 

 Celebration of past, 

present and future hope. 

“Christ has died, Christ is 

risen, Christ will come 

again!”  

Jesus is the giver of all Sacraments! 



Sacrament Means “Mystery” 

“Sacrament” means “mystery” the mystery: What is God’s 

plan? Answer: God wants all things united in Him. The 

Sacraments unite man to God through the Church.  

Ephesians 3:7-11 “I became a servant of this 

gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me 

through the working of his power. Although I 

am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, 

this grace was given me: to preach to the 

Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to 

make plain to everyone the administration of 

this mystery, which for ages past was kept 

hidden in God, who created all things. His 

intent was that now, through the church, the 

manifold wisdom of God should be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly realms, according to his eternal 

purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” 

Ephesians 5:31-32 “For this reason a 

man shall leave [his] father and [his] 

mother and be joined to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh. This is 

a great mystery, but I speak in 

reference to Christ and the church.” 



Scriptural Notes 

John 1:32 - when Jesus was baptized, He was 
baptized in the water and the Spirit, which descended 
upon Him in the form of a dove. The Holy Spirit and 
water are required for baptism. Also, Jesus’ baptism 
was not the Christian baptism He later instituted. 
Jesus’ baptism was instead a royal anointing of the 
Son of David (Jesus) conferred by a Levite (John the 
Baptist) to reveal Christ to Israel, as it was 
foreshadowed in 1 Kings 1:39 when the Son of David 
(Solomon) was anointed by the Levitical priest 
Zadok. See John 1:31; cf. Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:9; 
Luke 3:21. 

 



Scriptural Notes: Church 

 John 3:3,5 - Jesus says, "Truly, truly, unless one is born of water and 

the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." When Jesus said 

"water and the Spirit," He was referring to baptism (which requires the 

use of water, and the work of the Spirit).  

 From the very day of Pentecost the Church has celebrated and 

administered holy Baptism. Indeed St. Peter declares to the crowd 

astounded by his preaching: "Repent, and be baptized every one of you 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 

shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." The apostles and their 

collaborators offer Baptism to anyone who believed in Jesus: Jews, the 

God-fearing, pagans.  Always, Baptism is seen as connected with faith: 

"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 

household," St. Paul declared to his jailer in Philippi. And the narrative 

continues, the jailer "was baptized at once, with all his family." 

 



Scriptural notes, Infant Baptism 

and Original Sin 
 Acts 16:33 - Paul baptized the 

jailer (an adult) and his entire 

household (which had to include 

children). Baptism is never limited 

to adults and those of the age of 

reason. See also Luke 19:9; John 

4:53; Acts 11:14; 1 Cor. 1:16; and 

1 Tim. 3:12; Gen. 31:41; 36:6; 

41:51; Joshua 24:15; 2 Sam. 7:11, 

1 Chron. 10:6 which shows “oikos” 

generally includes children. 

 Rom 5: 12-21 and 1 Cor. 15:21 - 

for by one man came death. In 

Adam, all die. In Christ, the new 

Adam, all now may live.   



Sacraments: APOSTLE STYLE!  
 The Didache or Teaching of the 

Twelve Apostles defined common 

practices while the original Apostles 

were still alive. 

 On Baptism: But 
concerning baptism, thus 
shall ye baptize. Having 
first recited all these things, 
baptize {in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit} in living 
(running) water. 
 



Definitions 

Plunge 

 Immerse 

Burial into Christ’s 

death 

A rising to New 

Life 



Baptism is Required for Salvation 

Baptism “prefigures” the beginning of 
creation, the Great Flood, crossing of the 
Red Sea and the River Jordan. 

Jesus reveals through his baptism 
the fulfillment of salvation through 
the cross and commissions the 
Apostles to baptize. (Mt 28:19-20) 

We also through our baptism put 
aside our old life and put on a new 
life in Christ. (Acts 2:38) 

 



How is Baptism Celebrated? 

 Initiation: the Apostolic 

Tradition of the 

Catechumenate (Mt 28:19-

20; Mk 16:15-16) 

Mystagogia: The sign of 

the cross, The Word, 

Exorcisms, Water, 

Baptism, Anointing, White 

Garment/Candle 



Who Can Receive Baptism? 

Adults (Catechumenate) 

Children, supported by 

family, godparents and 

the community.  

Ongoing Conversion: 

“What do you ask of 

God’s Church?” 

“Faith!” 



Who can Baptize? 

 The ordinary ministers of Baptism are 

the bishop and priest and, in the Latin 

Church, also the deacon.  In case of 

necessity, anyone, even a non-baptized 

person, with the required intention, can 

baptize , by using the Trinitarian 

baptismal formula. The intention 

required is to will to do what the Church 

does when she baptizes. The Church 

finds the reason for this possibility in 

the universal saving will of God and the 

necessity of Baptism for salvation. 



The Necessity of Baptism 

 Jesus makes clear that baptism is 

necessary for salvation and that the 

Church must go forth and baptize 

 Baptism of Blood ensures salvation 

for those who desire baptism but 

leave this life before receiving the 

sacrament 

 Explicit baptism ensures salvation 

for those who through no fault of 

their own do not hear the Gospel. 

 Limbo is a false doctrine, God 

desires the innocents to be with 

him for eternity.  



Grace 
 Forgiveness of Sin is given while the 

temptation to sin remains 

(concupiscence) 

 A New Creature is Justified by 

Sanctifying Grace and Empowered to 

do good.  

 He enters The Body of Christ sharing 

in the common priesthood of believers 

 A Spiritual Mark that can not be 

duplicated. 


