DISCIPLINE
It is no
accident that the
words “disciple”
and “discipline”
are nearly
identical. Their
relationship in
Christian faith
and life,
however, has
fallen somewhat
out of favor in
the past
generation, as
certain
prescribed
Church rules and
regulations have
been reduced and relaxed. These rules were often referred to
as “disciplines.” We are mistaken, however, to think that it no
longer takes discipline to follow Christ. The Letter to the
Hebrews assures us of that today. Our discipline is more like
that of an athlete pursuing a victory or a personal best, or a
musician striving for a concert career or to master a new
piece of music. This discipline comes from desire, not from
regulations. It was the desire to do the will of God that led
Jesus on the path to his cross. It is that same desire he
encourages in us today: to strive to enter through the narrow
gate, to find ourselves in the kingdom with a surprising
assortment of people who are there not because of mere
observation of rules, but out of a genuine desire to recline at
the table of the heavenly banquet.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Ps 96:1-5;
Mt 23:13-22
2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13;
Mt 23:23-26
Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;
Jn 1:45-51
1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51
1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11;
Mt 25:1-13
1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21;
Mt 25:14-30
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68:4-7, 10-11;
Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14

SANCTUARY LIGHT
AUGUST 20TH - AUGUST 26TH
The Sanctuary Light at St. John will burn
in memory of Neol Deming & Delia Bibbs.
The Adoration Light at St. John will burn
in memory of Joey Vince.
The Sanctuary Light at Our Lady will burn
in memory of Mary Lucille O’Neill.

IN SYMPATHY
Our Communities of Faith extend our sympathy and prayerful
support for the family of Ken Wilkewitz, parishioner of SJB
and husband of Pricilla. May the Lord grant comfort and
peace to this family and may he and all who sleep in Christ,
find in His presence light, happiness, and peace.

NEW TO THE PARISH
Welcome to:
Reed and Elizabeth Ellen Eldridge and their children: Leona,
Cora and Jack in Zachary and
Matthew and Michelle Deignan and their children: Rylee and
Landon in Zachary.

R.C.I.A.
Classes begin Thursday, September 1st at 7PM.
Check out the parish website or contact the parish
office for more information; OR just attend the
opening meeting.
Alternate meeting times can be arranged if there is
a schedule conflict.

ALTAR SOCIETY
The Ladies’ Altar Society of SJB will resume
their monthly meetings on Thursday,
September 1st at 10AM.
All ladies are encouraged and welcome to join!

MEN’S CLUB OF SJB
The Men’s Club of SJB is hosting its annual raffle for two
season tickets to the LSU home football games.
(South End Zone: L:419; Row 28; Seats 32, 33)

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
St. Rose of Lima
St. Bartholomew
St. Louis of France; St. Joseph Calasanz
St. Monica

Chances are only $5.00 each.
The drawing will be held on September 8th.
Tickets available from any Men’s Club member
or in the Parish Office.

SECOND COLLECTION ~ MISSION APPEAL
Father Bernard Bañares of the Diocese of Legazpi in
the Philippines is here this weekend to speak to us about the
mission needs of his diocese. Legazpi has a population of
one million people who are served by 90 active priests and
140 religious. It serves the people through schools and
special apostolates/ ministries such as among street children
and the mentally challenged, as well as programs to help
families, youth and the poorest of the poor.
The Diocese of Legazpi has developed a five year plan to
build the Christian community and serve the needs of the
people. They need our financial help. Your donations will
help form the clergy, religious, and lay leaders; support
scholarships for poor but deserving seminarians; serve the
poor through social outreach programs; fortify ministries on
evangelization, education, and the renewal of society
through the promotion of justice, and peace.
FLOOD RELIEF COLLECTION
We will have a special second
collection next weekend for our Flood
Relief Fund. This money will be used
to help the families in our parishes of
SJB and OLA rebuild after the
devastation of the recent floods.
Donations can be made at any time by mailing or dropping
off your check payable to St. John the Baptist and noting in
the memo area of the check “Flood Relief”. We promise
that 100 % of this money will be used for the sole purpose
of rebuilding those in most need in our parish.
If you were affected by the flood and would like to speak
with us about assistance, please call the parish office.

✞ ~ ✞ NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE ✞ ~ ✞
Sunday, August 21st
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
-7 am: Mass / Coffee & Pastries
-10 am: Divine Mercy/Rosary
-11 am: Mass
-OLA
-9 am: Mass
Monday, August 22nd
-6:30 pm: Charismatic Prayer Group
-6:30 pm: Scouts
-7 pm: N.A. Meeting
Tuesday, August 23rd
-6 pm: Adult Choir
- OLA
-6:15 pm: Confession
-6:30 pm: Mass
Wednesday, August 24th
- 7 am: Mass
-5 pm: Knights of Columbus Meeting
Thursday, August 25th
-7:30 am: Mass
-6:30 pm: Armada Prayer Group
Friday, August 26th
-7:30 am: Mass / Divine Mercy / Coffee & Biscuits
Saturday, August 27th
-4 pm: Confession
-5 pm: Mass
Sunday, August 28th
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
-7 am: Mass / Coffee & Pastries
-10 am: Divine Mercy/Rosary
-11 am: Mass
-OLA
-9 am: Mass

WEEKLY COLLECTION 08/14/2016
St. John the Baptist
Identified Contributions (81 Families)
Unidentified Contributions
Building Maintenance (6)
Youth Ministry (4)
Legacy of Faith / Capital Camp (21)
ONLINE GIVING
Regular Contributions (29)
Building Maintenance Fund (2)
Religious Education Donation (1)
Legacy of Faith Capital Camp. (35)
CAMPAIGN TOTAL

$
$
$
$
$

4,398.50
1,413.00
145.00
85.00
1,500.00

$
$
$
$
$

1,525.00
35.00
10.00
2,573.00
6,019,406.90

$
$
$

Cancelled
Due to
floods

$

175.00

Our Lady of Assumption
Identified Contributions ( Families)
Unidentified Contributions
Building Maintenance (4)
ONLINE GIVING
Regular Contributions (4)

Jubilee Year of Mercy

August 21, 2016

This Jubilee Year of Mercy and Pope Francis’ ministry have renewed
our understanding that the Church’s heart is open wide to all, and the
heart of the gospel is God’s mercy. Flooded with God’s mercy, our
hearts should overflow as channels bringing to wounded and weary
hearts Jesus’ healing mercy. For Jesus warns, our own salvation is not
guaranteed by the Liturgy of the Word (“you taught in our streets”) nor
by the Eucharist (“we ate and drank in your company”) (Luke 13:26).
People far from that banquet, “from the east and the west and from the
north and the south . . . will recline at table in the kingdom of God”
(13:29). Rather, showing mercy is key to obtaining mercy ourselves
(Matthew 5:7). So we should never dare ask what “someone” asked
Jesus, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” (Luke 13:23). The
crucial question is “Will I be saved?” And Jesus’ answer is another
question: “Have you shown mercy to everyone, freely, gladly, no
limits, no conditions, no exceptions?”
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