
SURPRISES

  Life is full of
surprises, some
pleasant, some not.
The scriptures are
filled with stories of
God’s surprises
cropping up when
they are least
expected: younger
children obtaining
the inheritance; the
lowliest being seated
highest up; an
itinerant preacher,
killed like a criminal,
exalted to eternal,

heavenly glory.
Anybody who has planned a wedding or similar event

knows that they are filled with opportunities for surprises.
For the bridegroom in today’s Gospel story, who has no
direct contact with Jesus, the pleasant surprise came because
somebody else paid attention and had faith in Jesus.

We may think that the point of today’s familiar story
of the wedding at Cana is that when we have faith in Jesus,
our lives will be pleasantly changed. A Christian, however,
needs to have a broader perspective and realize that to have
faith in Christ means that somebody’s life—not necessarily
our own—will be surprised for the better.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

 READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 
Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; 
Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; 
Mk 3:1-6

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13; 
Mk 3:7-12

Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; 
Mk 3:13-19, or any of a number of readings 
for the Day of Prayer

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; 
Ps 80:2-3, 5-7; Mk 3:20-21

Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19:8-10, 15; 
1 Cor 12:12-30 [12-14, 27]; 
Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21

 SAINT S AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Monday: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins

Wednesday: St. Fabian; St. Sebastian
Thursday: St. Agnes
Friday: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 

Unborn Children
Saturday: St. Vincent; St. Marianne Cope; 

Blessed Virgin Mary

 SANCTUARY LIGHT

 JANUARY 16TH - JANUARY 22ND          

The Sanctuary Light at St. John will burn
in memory of Fred & Betty Litchliter.
The Sanctuary Light in the Adoration Chapel will burn
in memory of Ray Tunstall. 
The Sanctuary Light at Our Lady will burn 
in memory of Golbert Faucheux III. 

 THANK YOU

Daniel Cazedessus and Taylor Law and their families
would like to thank the parishioners of St. John the Baptist
for the generous donations made to the Living/Giving tree
in December.  These funds were used to assist both
individuals with their medical expenses and their needs
during this time.  Please continue to keep both of these
young men in your prayers.  

 January Special Collections

January 24:
Church in Latin America

 WEEKLY COLLECTION 01/10/2016

St. John the Baptist
Identified Contributions (178 Families) $ 8,238.00
Unidentified Contributions $ 781.00
Building Maintenance (9)   $ 470.00
Youth Ministry (2) $ 35.00
Latin America (2) $ 30.00
Legacy of Faith / Capital Camp (51) $ 4,259.00
Legacy of Faith / OLA Parishioner (1) $ 50.00
Interest Income $ 13,030.63
ONLINE GIVING
Regular Contributions (31) $ 2,040.00
Building Maintenance Fund (4)   $ 150.00
Social Responsibility /Poor (1) $ 100.00
Religious Ed Donation (1) $ 10.00
Legacy  of Faith Capital Camp. (24)      $ 2,219.00
Legacy of Faith / OLA Parishioner (1) $ 50.00
CAMPAIGN TOTAL $ 5,690,595.42

Our Lady of Assumption
Identified Contributions (36 Families)   $ 2,026.20
Unidentified Contributions                        $ 372.62
Building Maintenance (2) $ 60.00 
Youth Ministry (2)       $ 60.00
Catholic Life Center (1) $ 10.00
ONLINE GIVING
Regular Contributions (3 $ 100.00
Building Maintenance (1) $ 10.00



 Pray for our Military and their families

Marvin Ashford, Jr., Army James A. Benning, USMC
Matthew Boyd, Army Eugene Cazedessus, USMC
LeLand Crochet, III, USMC Matthew Charlet Dart, USN 
Patrick Deslatte, USN Jacqueline Deslatte, USN
Stephen DiLorenzo, Army Adam Foster, USN
Brad Gautreaux, USMC J. Michael Head, USMC
Joseph N. Jones, Jr., Army Sabrina Jones, LaNG
Markus Kippers, USN Dustin Knight, USN
Joseph L. LeBlanc Jr., Army Stanley Mays, USAF
Andrew Metcalf, Army Ben Gordon Morseth, USCG
Gordon Newman, Army Robert Brett Parker, LaNG
Brian Plauche, USAF Andrea Byrd Prosser, USCG
Mike Prosser, USCG Jesse B. Richard, Army 
Nicholas Richards, USN Michael Roberts, USCG
James Rouchon, USMC Jarrod Mason Sealey, USAF
David Welch, LaNG Gordon M. White, USAF   
Tyler Wigger, USN Christopher Williston USAF

 Jubilee Year of Mercy

January 17, 2016
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mary, whom Catholic tradition names “Mother of
Mercy,” at Cana intercedes with her Son to show mercy toward
the bridal couple: “Son, they have no wine.” But he does more!
Jesus’ transformation of water into wine is a “sign” (John’s term
for “miracle”) that God’s marriage with the whole human race has
begun in Jesus’ person and ministry, a marriage that will be
consummated on the cross: “It is finished”—we are saved! But
before Jesus acts, Mary instructs the servers to prepare the way for
Jesus’ miracle of mercy: “Do whatever he tells you.” During this
Jubilee Year of Mercy, Mother Church, like Mother Mary,
instructs us to share the Spirit’s manifold gifts—some of which
Paul lists in today’s second reading—in generous service to the
human family. Thus we prepare the way for Jesus’ new miracles
of mercy, transforming life’s sometimes stagnant water into the
refreshing wine of God’s mercy.—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch 

 Treasures From Our Tradition

Although our tradition carries a long memory of marriage as
a sacrament, it may surprise you to learn that for nearly eleven
centuries, there was no single wedding ceremony approved for use in
the Church. While we have evidence of priests blessing marriages as
early as the second century, in the early period church leaders relied
on civil authorities to manage marriage for everyone in society. In
most cases, society yielded its authority to sanction marriage to the
male heads of households.

From ancient times, marriage had been a family affair,
managed by the father of the family, who acted as priest and guardian
of family tradition. Each head wanted to keep the family gods alive,
and so he would arrange for brides for his sons, paying a “bride price”
as compensation for the loss of a skilled household worker. As creepy
as that sounds, it was a step up from the kidnaping practice of earlier
years. Even after the kidnaping raids stopped, the customs remained.
Every wedding contained the ritualized kidnaping of the bride, the
husband abducting his bride from the festivities, carrying her over the
threshold to prevent her father’s gods from following her into her new
religion. There, he fed her a piece of “sacred cake,” initiating her into
a new way of life. It’s fascinating to see how customs endure, long
after we have completely rejected the values and attitudes they
originally expressed!        —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

  ✞ ~ ✞  NEXT WEEK AT A GLANCE  ✞ ~ ✞ 

Sunday, January 17th    
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
-7 am: Mass / Quarterly Breakfast by the Men's Club
-10 am: Chaplet of Divine Mercy / Rosary
-11am: Mass 
-5:30 pm: 9th-11th -Lifeteen
-OLA          
-8:30 am:  Choir
-9 am: Mass / Children's Liturgy
-10 am:  K-11th Religious Ed Class #11
Monday, January 18th 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Office Closed
-6:30 pm: Intercessory Prayer Group
-6:30 pm: Scouts
-7 pm: N.A. Meeting
Tuesday, January 19th 
-5 pm: Children’s Choir
-5:30 pm: Youth Choir
-5:30 pm: K-5th Religious Ed Class
-5:30 pm: Emmaus Road
-6 pm: Adult Choir
-OLA
-6:15 pm Confessions
-6:30 pm: Mass
Wednesday, January 20th 
-7 am: Mass
-5:30 pm: Sr. High Youth Night
Thursday, January 21st 
-7:30 am: Mass
-6 pm:  Consoling the Heart of Jesus by Handmaids of the Lord
-7 pm: R.C.I.A.
Friday, January 22nd 
-7:30 am: Mass
Saturday, January 23rd 
-3 pm: Confessions 
-4 pm: Vigil Mass 
Sunday, January 24th 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
-7 am: Mass / Coffee & Pastries
-10 am: Chaplet of Divine Mercy / Rosary
-11 am: Mass / Children's Liturgy
-5:30 pm: 6th-8th -Edge
-OLA
-8:30 am: Choir / Rosary
-9 am: Mass

New Year’s Resolution: The Pope Francis List 

Top Ten

2. FINISH YOUR MEAL.
“Throwing food away is like stealing from the tables of the
poor, the hungry! I encourage everyone to reflect on the
problem of thrown away and wasted food to identify ways
and means that, by seriously addressing this issue, are a
vehicle of solidarity and sharing with the needy.”



 Monday, January 18th

The office will be closed on 
Monday, January 18th for the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

 D.C. March for Life 2016 -Youth

Please keep our young people and their
chaperons in your prayers next week as they
travel to Washington D.C. for the annual
March for Life Rally.  
We have 10 youth from our parishes
attending this year.  

 Louisiana March for Life

Saturday, January 23rd 
10:00 am - Noon
"Life is Priceless-We are worth more 
than the $um of our parts".
Everyone is invited to gather at the Old State Capital by 
9:45 am and march to the State Capitol to take your stand for
the priceless value of every human life!

 Knights of Columbus - March for Life

All Knights are requested to attend the annual
Louisiana March for Life on Saturday,
January 23rd to show their continued support
for the sanctity of the Right to Life.
We will assemble at St. Joseph's Cathedral at
8:30 am.  Transportation will be provided to
the beginning of the march.  Contact Chris Desselles for
more information.

 2016 - 25th & 50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration

Bishop Robert Muench will celebrate a liturgy
honoring couples on their 25th, 50th, and 65th
or greater wedding anniversary on Sunday,
February 21, 2016 at 3:00 pm at Our Lady of
Mercy Catholic Church.
The families of the honored couples are also
invited to attend the liturgy and reception afterward in the
Our Lady of Mercy Parish Activity Center.
Deadline to submit your registration is February 10th. 
Register through the parish office of St. John the Baptist.

 Closer Walk Catholic Communications

Presents:  "Chef's Hats & Collars Gala"
January 31, 2016   ~  4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
at Mike Anderson's Seafood in Gonzales.

Tickets available for:
$175.00 per person or
$1,200.00 for a table of eight.

COME JOIN THE FUN ~ 
Great Food, Great Fun, Live and Silent Auction!
Contact Janelle Labbe at 225.615.7085.
All proceeds to support CWCC.
The mission of Closer Walk Catholic Communications is 'to
make the Gospel understandable and attainable for every
home and heart.' We achieve this by utilizing modern day
technology such as television, radio and social networking
media. As St. Francis of Assisi said, "preach the Gospel, and
when necessary, use words."

 Dinner Raffle Tickets - Winner Eats All !!!

Tickets will be available following Masses this weekend $10
each or $100 for a book of twelve for a chance to win:
12 - $100 Gift Certificates to top 
         Baton Rouge Restaurants
- that’s once a month for a year!
Drawing will be held on January 31, 2016.
Proceeds to benefit:
Closer Walk Catholic Communications

 2015 Donation Letters

It's that time of the year when many of
us begin compiling our information to
prepare income tax returns.  
Please call the parish office to request
your 2015 donation letter.  
Due to the cost of postage, we do NOT automatically mail
letters out.  
We can fax, mail, or e-mail your letter today - upon request.

 Volunteers Needed for Religious Education

The Religious Education Department could use a few more
hands with preparing and distributing food at the Edge and
Lifeteen nights.  Can you spare some
of your time just a couple of Sunday
evenings?  If so, please contact the
Religious Education office at
 654-5885.   



 Consoling the Heart of Jesus

Handmaids of the Lord invites you
on Thursday’s starting January 21st

from 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
to join them for this self directed
retreat designed for small groups. 

 “Consoling the Heart of Jesus”
by Fr. Gaitley is inspired by the
spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius to
bring us to a personal relationship
with Jesus focusing on the devotion
to the Sacred Heart in 10 session
featuring  35-minute video lessons on DVD with exercises
converging with our daily lives.

Materials for the Retreat are:
(1) Participant Packet contains book and retreat companion
for  $29.95 at  www.allheartsafire.org
or
(2) Book only $14.95 at  www.shopmercy.org.
You must purchase your materials on your own. 
These will NOT be available at the meetings.
Details can be found at the entrance of church or contact
Jennifer Johnson at 654.9470 / jasjohnson@yahoo.com.

 St. Fabian

Fabian was a Roman layman who came into the city from his
farm one day as clergy and people were preparing to elect a
new pope. Eusebius, a Church historian, says a dove flew in
and settled on the head of Fabian. This sign united the votes
of clergy and laity, and he was chosen unanimously.
He led the Church for 14 years and died a martyr’s death
during the persecution of Decius in 250 A.D.. St. Cyprian
wrote to his successor that Fabian was an “incomparable”
man whose glory in death matched the holiness and purity of
his life.
In the catacombs of St. Callistus, the stone that covered
Fabian’s grave may still be seen, broken into four pieces,
bearing the Greek words, “Fabian, bishop, martyr.”

ACT:
Pray for all places where the Church suffers persecution and
for all who face death, danger, or isolation for their faith. But
pray especially for all who live where the Church is accepted
and thrives in peace that this peace will not make their faith
flabby and weak.

“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church”   (Tertullian).

www.AmericanCatholic.org
www.Catholic.org

 Rally at the Alley -2016                 Youth Ministry Event

Saturday, February 27, 2016
2:00 - 4:00 pm
All Star Lanes on Airline Hwy at I-12
Door Prizes and Team T-Shirt Design Contest plus Bowling

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Crown Sponsorship:  $1,500
-4 participating teams 
-Acknowledgment on Lamar billboard ad
-Full page ad in event's printed program
-Feature guest for TV morning shows
-Acknowledgment in pre & post press release
-Acknowledgment on SJB parish website
-Inclusion on event banner
-A commemorative TEAM bowling pin

King/Queen Pin Sponsorship:  $1,000
-2 participating teams 
-Acknowledgment on Lamar billboard ad
-1/2 page ad in event's printed program
-Acknowledgment in pre & post press release
-Acknowledgment on SJB Parish website
-Inclusion on event banner
-A commemorative TEAM bowling pin

Ambassador Sponsorship:  $500
-1 participating team
-Acknowledgment in pre & post press releases
-Acknowledgment on SJB website
-A commemorative TEAM bowling pin

Individual Team:  $150
-Up to 6 players
-Acknowledgment on SJB Parish website

Bowling Lane Sponsorship:  $100

Individual Play:  $30
For additional information contact:
Katie Myrick in the Youth Ministry Office 654.5294 /
kmyrick@sjb-ola.org or Marie Kennendy at 454.8289.


